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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON SCIENCE AND MATH DEPARTMENTS
TO SEND TEST TUBES, TEXT BOOKS TO LIBERIAN UNIVERSITIES
DAYTON, Ohio - Several science professors from the University of Dayton are boxing
up test tubes, text books and more to send to a country healing from the ravages of civil war.
The items, excess inventory that must be removed to make room for new equipment, will
see their way via cargo ship to two universities and a hospital in the west African country of
Liberia.
"Technology advances rapidly at the university level in our country," says Rex Berney,
an associate professor of physics at UD and coordinator of the relief effort. "But in a place
where war has destroyed an entire education system, these things we're sending are invaluable."
After "cleaning out their closets," UD's physics, chemistry, biology, geology and math
departments have amassed more than 1,000 text books for shipment to Monrovia, the capital
of Liberia. The physics department also is sending along 11 computers and the chemistry
department is donating about 10,000 pieces of lab glassware and other equipment. Both
departments have pledged $500 each toward shipping costs.
"There's enough glassware here that you could easily set up a fully functional chemistry
lab at any university level- from freshman to graduate programs," says Berney, who estimates
the equipment would cost between $70,000 and $100,000 if purchased new.
The books and lab equipment will eventually be delivered to the University of Liberia in
Monrovia, and to Cuttington University and Phebe Hospital, located in the interior of the
country. The war killed nearly 250,000 Liberians and displaced or forced into exile more than
one million people.
"The universities were battlegrounds -completely looted," Berney says. "They literally
need everything that any university would need to exist. Where do you begin when your entire
infrastructure has been destroyed?"
"We cannot overestimate the value this is going to have on our students," says Jusu
Hena, co-founder of the Dayton-area Liberian Association. "They are hungry for education.
Because the war destroyed their universities, their classroom is under a tree. We're speechless at
the University of Dayton's generosity in helping to rebuild Monrovia."
Berney holds a special place in his heart for the African country. In 1987-88 he was a
Fulbright scholar at the University of Liberia in Monrovia. There, he met his future wife, Karen,
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a public health worker in Monrovia for 17 years.
"It's hard to put into words what this part of the world means to Karen and me,"
Berney says. "Any time you share an experience in a Third World country - like the one we
had -well, it has a strong impact on you. You gain a new appreciation for the wonderful
things you have in your own life. The connection to this experience remains with us."
Gary Morrow, chair of the chemistry department and who is helping with the effort,
would like to see an ongoing relationship develop between the University of Dayton and the
African universities.
"As our needs change, and we purchase new equipment, I'd like to see us arrange to
funnel our excess inventory to Monrovia on a regular basis," he says. "I can't think of a better
use for this stuff, really."
In a cluttered and dusty supply room more reminiscent of an earlier era, the Berneys and
Ed Peagler pack up pipets, cylinder tubes, chemical bottles and thousands of other glassware
items. This is just the first leg of a long, costly journey to Africa.
"These boxes will go to a warehouse in Dayton until we can raise the nearly $5,000
needed to rent a cargo ship container," says Peagler, who oversees Buckets of Love, a
nongovernmental organization that collects and ships relief supplies to poor African countries.
"It's a complicated process of getting supplies to Liberia, but they will get there. We're sure of
that."
Karen Berney tapes together a box of chemical bottles. "Monrovia, before the war, was
filled with energetic and educated people. The civil war either killed them or scared them away.
They're returning but they need help. They need help in rebuilding their cities ... and their lives."
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